THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Nationalist hands said that part of the Republican
Naval forces stationed in Cartagena had risen, taking
possession rapidly of the greater part of the town, the
forts, the coasts and the batteries on land. In the
rising certain Nationalist aeroplanes took part, which
at first were mistaken for Red Aeroplanes, so that they
were fired on, but once the mistake was recognised
the anti-aircraft fire was suspended before they
suffered damage. In the principal square of Cartagena
thousands of persons met, making enthusiastic
comments on their liberation. Nationalist speeches
were made which received enormous applause, and
Nationalist songs and hymns were sung. Having
received this news, a part of the Nationalist Navy
which was in Cadiz set out for Cartagena, to support the
rising. In Cadiz, as in the whole of Nationalist Spain,
the brave coup at Cartagena had raised enormous
enthusiasm. As yet it is not possible to know if the
Nationalist ships will arrive in time to give effective
help to the Nationalists who have risen.

^ Later9 radio transmissions from Cartagena stated that
the greater part of the place had remained Republican.
The transmitter first stated that the detachments
of the Nationalist Navy were concentrated in
the Coastal forts and in the Arsenal, from which
it appeared that they could not hold out in the
city.

"The coastal artillery signalled to all Republican
ships in the port that they should show the white flag
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